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Mrs. Evans' mother and father occupied an "in-law" apartment which we built into their 
house. It was legal to do then but a few years later the town changed the rules so that 
such apartments could be created only with a special permit from the Board of Appeals. 
Both of the ones we built have since been resold and the apartments are no longer used 
as such but are used as part of the single family space. 


23FL 

This house was the first one on which we used vinyl siding which was an extra cost item 
at that time. Today 32 years later, it would cost less than painted wood but this one 
still looks good and the Sheehans are happy with the way it has stood up and with the 
amount of maintenance it has saved. 
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In the first 20 years, I operated the company as a single proprietorship but in August 
1967 the business was incorporated because in order to keep good employees, I thought 
we needed a pension plan. As it turned out, I should have made the change years 
sooner because the years of service for all the employees started when they went to 
work for me but my service time started when I went to work for the corporation, so I 
lost 20 years of time worked as a basis for my retirement pension. Also to be considered 
was the personal exposure to lawsuits from which a corporation would have provided 
some protection during that first 20 years. Fortunately, I hadn't been sued, but if I had 
it to do over again, I would have incorporated much earlier. 


Tophet Hill was a large piece of acreage off Chestnut Street in Lynnfield which was 
acquired in 1965 by me, Roger, Emil Hanslin and Bengt Eriksson. Roger and I wanted 
to include Emil and Bengt in the partnership so they wouldn't make up their own 
partnership and bid against us. The land plan included 38 lots of 40,000 and 60,000 
square feet each, one of which was occupied by an antique farm house which had been 
remodeled extensively over the years. We were able to sell the old house to Wil Decker, 
a local commercial builder, who gutted it completely and did a fine job of rebuilding it 
for his own use. We built all the other houses in Tophet Hill except one. Development 
work was done in three phases, the last one of which was the most difficult. Because 
there was more clay in the soil there, we had to stop the road work whenever there was 
even an average rain and wait for the ground to dry up so the road contractor could 
work again. The houses we built there were completed between 1967 and 1971. 


24TH 


The Wyshak's house was our "house of the year" for 1967 which means that it had a lot 
of special features and was especially challenging to build. I particularly remember the 
parquet floor in the living room and the open staircase to the balcony above the living 
room. Architectural work was by Royal Barry Wills Associates. 
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T. Turner 

5 Cooks Farm Lane 
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'This house is a modification of one of the models built at New Seabury on Cape Cod. 
Due to excessive site work, miscalculation and plain bad luck, it's the only house we 
ever lost money on. We didn't even get our hard costs back, to say nothing about 
overhead and expenses. 
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Over the years we found that our problems were fewer if a home buyer made fewer 
changes while construction was in process, so we offered a case of Chivas Regal scotch to 
any customer who made no changes from beginning to end. The Claxtons were one of 
the first couples to win the scotch under this program but there were several others. We 
found that the "no change order" houses were always the easiest to build. 
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The Benfers were just moving in their belongings when there was a fire in the house 
requiring redecoration which delayed their move by 3 or 4 weeks. 
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| Mrs. McDermott had family roots in the deep south which probably explains why her 
husband designed the house with the imposing columns on the front. 


We added a bidet in the master bath in this 'spec' house and it was almost finished 
when the Buschmanns agreed to buy it. Mrs. Buschmann told me they'd lived in 
Europe previously and were familiar with bidets but had used them only for a place to 
keep large bouquets of flowers, so they bought the house in spite of rather than because 
of this feature. 
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Jim and Rita Ritter had bought a house from us in 1959 which was sold when they were 
transferred to Chicago. They bought this one when they were transferred back here 
again. 
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Crowley 

11 Tophet Rd. 
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27 Cortland Ln. 
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Goggins 

28 Cortland Ln. 
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E. Baldwin 

3 Cooks Farm Ln. 
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McNay 

27 Bishops Ln. 
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Marie 

20 Edgemere Rd. 
Lynnfield 


Most of Sherwood Forest had been developed by the time my father died in 1962 except 
for Edgemere Road, which was unpaved then, and the gravel pit area from which all the 
gravel had been removed to build the roads in Sherwood Forest. In 1968, Bengt wanted 
to sell out so I bought the remaining land from him and my mother. It ended up 

making 32 lots, 28 of which we built houses on and four I sold to others. There was one 
three acre lot in the pit which the Sherwood Forest Trust had donated to the town for a 
playground in 1961. Thirty years later the town decided it didn't need a playground 
there and asked for sealed bid offers for the one house lot that was created from this 
parcel. The successful bidder paid $211,000. for the lot. The moral of this story is that 
if you have to give land to the town for a specific purpose, put a reverter clause into the 
deed so they'll have to give it back if they don't use the land for that purpose within a 
specified time. 
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The first time this house was sold, to some people named Martinson, they failed to 
perform as agreed so we kept their $2500. deposit and subsequently sold the house to 
the McNays. The Martinsons sued us to get the deposit back and when the case came 
up before a magistrate he suggested we settle it, so we gave them back $1250. rather 
than spending more time and money on lawyers. 
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When the Maries' house was finished and we were ready to pass papers, it was 
discovered that the house was two feet too close to the lot line, probably because some 
kids moved the stakes before the foundation was poured. We arranged for them to 
move in and pay us rent for three months till the Board of Appeals could give us a 
variance. That was fine as far as it went but then Carl Marie said "So what am I going 
to do with this bank check for $50,000? I don't want to lose the interest on it". I said 
"Well you could loan it to us." That was fine with him so he gave me the check and I 
gave him a note for it. 
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15 Tophet Rd. 
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W. Bain 

7 Tophet Rd. 
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Ryan 
18 Tophet Rd. 
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Gaffney 

19 Tophet Rd. 
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This lot falls away to the rear considerably resulting in a basement and a lower level 
floor below the front entrance level. We framed the lower level floor in the late fall and 
left it to come back to later. The winter of 1969 was one of record heavy snow storms, so 
when we came back in the spring to work there, we found that the lower level floor had 
collapsed from the unusually heavy snow load. 
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Тһе Fiskes had this house designed by Royal Barry Wills Associates and it was our 
"house of the year" for 1970. It backs up to Towne Pond, so when we found that we 
were paying taxes on the land under the pond, we were able to deed that land to John 
and Jane Fiske. 
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It's impossible to get a picture of the front of this house because of the location at the 
end of a 400 foot long driveway with many trees in the way. 
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W. Anderson 
38 Grey Lane 
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Newell 

19 Dean Rd. 
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In 1970 we needed some land so I made a deal with Melch Brothers to buy ten lots from 
them on Grey Lane because they had more lots than they needed. We also picked up a 
couple of building jobs from other people who had bought single lots from the Melches, 
so altogether we did build a dozen in King James Grants (KJ). 


In 1970, Bill Dorman began to develop Herrick Road, followed in 1975 by High Ridge 
Road in Boxford. We bought lots from him as needed ending up with a total of 13 on 
Herrick Road and 28 on High Ridge Road. First completions were in 1971 and the last 
one was in 1995. Other people also built in these streets which contained a total of 
about 60 lots. 


Bill's restrictions required that all of the houses on High Ridge Road have wood 
shingled roofs. One of the lots, in which we were not involved, was sold to a person who 
chose to ignore the wood roof requirement. A suit was brought by a neighborhood group 
to force this person to comply as all the others had which resulted in a finding against 
the errant homeowner. 


Also in 1970, I bought a piece of land from Mr. Dean in Reading which included their 
house and a couple of good sized outbuildings. We kept the house and resold it but tore 
down the two buildings, one of which contained an 1890's slate bed pool table which the 
Deans didn't want to take with them. It was in perfect condition so when he offered to 
sell it to me for $350. I accepted. We still have it set up in our basement. 


This land was divided into 19 lots including one for the existing house. Three were sold 
to other people and we built houses on the remaining fifteen between 1971 and 1974. 
The area was called Longmeadow Reading (LR). 


Dieter Blennemann came along when this house was ready to start framing. He and 
his family were relocating here from their native Germany where ceilings are higher 
and they tend to use wardrobe cabinets rather than closets. These wardrobes are 
movable furniture and his were almost 2 1/2 meters high so as soon as he signed the 

| purchase and sale agreement we were able to put up the higher walls to accommodate 
| their furniture. About four years later they moved back to Germany for several years 
| returning to America in the early eighties. They presently live in Mexico City but still 
remain friends of ours. 
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| We sold this house to Dr. Ritter when it was almost finished. A few years later, we built 
him another house in Topsfield and a small office building in Danvers. 


137KJ 


|| When we built this house it had rough sawn clapboard siding and one-light windows but 


| one of the subsequent owners added muntins, blinds and brick veneer for a more ( 
۲ traditional look 1 
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16 Cortland Ln. 
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S. Ritter 

19 Cortland Ln. 
Lynnfield 
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Green 


32 Grey Lane 


Lynnfield 
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Mulkerron 
10 Grey Lane 
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Hube 

20 Eastway 
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22 Dean Rd. 
Reading 


1972 

Liquor Store 
Donovan's 

449 Broadway 
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Lann (A) 
31 Longview Rd. 
Reading 


Lann (B) 
35 Longview Rd. 
Reading 


Donovan's 


Bill Donovan was one of our best customers and although this was an existing building 
we remodeled it extensively giving it a completely new exterior and adding an 
apartment upstairs. 


Lann A+B 


John Lann, who was a local realtor and long time friend, owned two adjoining lots here 
so we built the gray ranch for the Lanns to live in and the white cape for them to sell 
which they did as soon as it was completed. The cape is an adaptation of a house 
Claude Miquelle designed for New Seabury while the ranch is an adaptation ofa 
Richard Wills plan we previously built in Lynnfield. 
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When we built this house it didn't have the round window in the dining room Which is 
visible behind the fence. It was added much to our surprise shortly after we sold the 
house but we didn't have anything to do with it, honest. 
197 
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Both of these houses, which were next door to each other, were substantially complete 
but unsold when some burglars came in one night and removed all the electric 
appliances and lighting fixtures. One could tell they were professional thieves because 
they worked so neatly leaving no mess at all. They never were caught. 
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71 Herrick Rd. 
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63 Herrick Rd. 
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Bartlett Insurance 
Haven Street 
Reading 
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Beacham 
121 Hill St. 
Topsfield 
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Rectory 

114 River Rd. 
Topsfield 
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Bartlett 

W. Dana "Willie" Bartlett was a Melrose childhood friend who did quite well in the 
insurance business. When he decided to build a Reading office, he asked Roger to 
design it for our company to build. I was pleased with the way it turned out and it 
probably would have been good business for us to have done more small commercial 
structures like it. In 1998 when I went back to take a picture for this album, I found 
that the building had disappeared and the land had been paved over as a parking lot for 
the adjoining Reading Cooperative Bank which fortunately was able to provide the 
photo seen here. 
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Roger designed this house for Peter and Jan Beacham which contains considerable 
special detail work. I'd say it was the house of the year for 1972. Peter was a warden at 
the Episcopal Church in Topsfield and after he recommended us to them we were given 
the contract to build their rectory later that year. 


O'Sullivan 


Yankee Barn was the manufacturer of the prefabricated panels for the house. I was 
connected with Yankee Barn when it was started by Emil Hanslin on Cape Cod, but 
this is the only one the Wills Company ever erected. 
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Laing 

24 Grey Lane 
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85 Herrick Road 
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43 Sherwood Rd. 
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Hussey 
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125 Hill St. 
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W.R. Moore 
81 Herrick Rd. 
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2 Pocahontas Way 
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15 Pocahontas Way 
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This part of Moran Road, Lynnfield was a long time in the works. Our daughter, Cindy, 
was in the first grade when we signed the agreement to buy the land and we finally got. 
definitive plan approval one month after her college graduation in 1972. The delays 
were mostly due to title problems. The seven houses were completed between 1973 and 
1975. 


The Pocahontas subdivision (PO) which consists of Pocahontas Way and Smith Farm 
Trail plus a couple of houses on Lowell Street was the site of a function hall called The 
Pocahontas Tavern which was torn down sometime in the 1960s. Melch Brothers had 
bought the property from the Smith family and wanted to develop it as multi-family 
condominiums but the townspeople voted it down about 10 to 1. After that, John 
Kaneb, who lived nearby, bought it and hired me to develop it for him. We decided to 
try for a cluster type arrangement which we called Green Belt Zoning. This enabled us 
to have lots 1/3 smaller than normally required provided that the remaining space was 
used as common land with a conservation restriction and that no more lots would be 
created than there would have been under conventional zoning. It was therefore 
possible to create two culs-de-sac each using up about ten acres with ten acres of Green 
Belt land between them saving an existing pond and providing for a tennis court and 
walking trails. The town approved our proposed by-law and our plan for 29 lots. Our 
company completed 27 of the houses between 1973 and 1977. The other two lots were 
sold to others. 
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There was a low, soft, wet place at the corner of Eastway and Dean Road from which a 
deep layer of peaty loam had to be removed in order to reach good bearing soil. This 
excavation resulted in three holes with varying depths of water which we filled with a 
large quantity of properly compacted broken ledge giving us a base above the water 19 
level to start our foundations from. 12 
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M.R. Smith 
49 Eastway 
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After we dug the hole for this house, there was a big rainstorm which flooded the brook 
behind the house and the excavation. The following week when we attended a 
Conservation Commission hearing for our permit, one of the objecting abutters 
appeared with a picture of himself paddling his canoe in our cellar hole. We thought 
that would get us in deep trouble but our engineer explained how everything was going 
to work and we got the permit. 
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Pete Kaiter was an 18 year old German refugee who escaped from East Berlin and rang 
my doorbell in 1958 asking for a job. He started as a $2.00 per hour helper with us, 
stayed for a couple of years, moved on to a union carpenter's job after which he started 
his own business. We did the site work and framing for him and he did most of the 
finishing himself. 


We built 17 houses in the Surrey Lane/Coach Lane (SL) area and on Thompson Lane 
(TS) along the Topsfield - Boxford town line between 1973 and 1979. The land was 
developed by Ed Thompson who sold the lots to us. 
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The Stelmans' house started out as a brown stained garrison without any blinds 
? в იუ. : ә, 
quoins, front porch or brick veneer, but the present owners chose to transform it. 
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Bill Attridge, the original owner here, was a pretty good woodworking hobbyist who 
thought he'd like to save some money by doing some work himself. The job he picked 
was building and installing the mahogany railing on the circular staircase, which was 
probably the most difficult thing he could have tackled. Dick Ferris, our finish 
carpenter, was expecting him to fail but when it was completed perfectly Dick 
pronounced it "a work of art". 
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This one took a long time to sell because of a slow market. We thought an extra 
fireplace in the family room might help so we added the chimney on the left. In order 
not to interfere with the garage doors which are under it, we added an extra steel beam 
and just built the chimney up from the first floor level. 
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Barton Place (BP) consists of a total of 18 lots on Essex Street, Pillings Pond Road, 
Harley Lane, Meservey Lane and Skinner Lane. After building 16 houses here in 1975 
and 1976 we sold the old Barton house and one remaining lot. The plan was arranged 
to get the required legal frontages on Pillings Pond Road, some of which were actually 
wetlands, and to access the houses over lanes on the dry land. It turned out to be a good 
way to use the land and avoided a lot of unnecessary filling. 


Roger built this house for his daughter Kim but since she sold it the wing on the left has 
been added so that the only visible original parts are the garage and the chimney. 
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Arnie and I got first choice of the lots in the Pocahontas subdivision, so we picked this 
one which overlooks the pond and moved in in April 1975 at which point only Martha 
was still living at home and she was away at school most of the time. Royal Barry Wills 
Associates did the plan and included just about everything these two empty nesters 
need. By 1990 we found that we could use a little more space for my desk and Arnie's 
computer, so we added a small room off the entrance hall. 
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This lot was beside our 24 Robin Road house and since we needed space for building 
materials and my 1935 Ford, we built the garage in 1970 adding the house to it five 
years later when we no longer needed the storage space. 
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I got a telephone call from the fire department one winter night about 2 AM to inform 
me that I should come over as the house was on fire. The house was framed up but not 
yet plastered and some kids had built a campfire on the floor of the front hall. 
Fortunately, the fire was noticed and put out before it spread too much. Ifit had 
burned for another ten minutes, the damage could have been serious. 
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Roger redesigned this interesting contemporary from one the Whites found pictured in a 
magazine. 
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